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Preservation effort leads to history honor
Students inspired by teacher at East High

By Emily Greenberg

Thursday, July 15, 2010

For Mark Scott, history is not about decades or centuries.

"For me, it's not a time period. It's a place," said Scott, a history teacher at East High
School.

Recently, Scott was named Tennessee's 2010 Preserve America History Teacher of
the Year for helping his students preserve one such "place": a one-room segregated
schoolhouse which stood until the 1960s on Presidents Island.

The schoolhouse, which was primarily used to educate the children of sharecroppers,
was built in 1921 and relocated to Presidents Island from its original location. More
recently, the schoolhouse was displayed at the Mid-South Fairgrounds, where it faced
possible demolition.

As part of the preservation project, students wrote letters to community leaders,
conducted research at the Memphis library and compiled oral histories. They held
meetings with public and private organizations. Some students built a scale model of
the schoolhouse. Others started a blog and wrote a skit.

Eventually, the students hope to relocate the schoolhouse to East High School and
turn it into a museum. With help from East High School alumni, they also hope to build
an amphitheater for lectures. Together, the museum and amphitheater will educate the
community about the evolution of equality in education, said Scott, who hopes the
schoolhouse will serve as a "point of reference" for the city's progress.

"I think our community would be well-served (seeing) the juxtaposition of the one-room
schoolhouse in front of East High School," said Scott.

As for his students, he hopes they will make connections between history and their
own personal identities -- as he did when he first began his history studies.

Originally, Scott became interested in history while researching his family tree. He says
teaching was a natural fit and he began his career in 1987.
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Scott has taught at Memphis City Schools since 1990 and at East High School for the
past 13 years. Currently, he is the chairman of East High School's social studies
department and teaches honors and Advanced Placement U.S. History. In addition to
American history, Scott also teaches Facing History and Ourselves classes and was
honored with Facing History's 2010 Margot Stern Strom Teaching Award.

As the state Preserve America History Teacher, Scott will receive a certificate of
recognition and a $1,000 award. The East High School library will also receive an
archive of classroom resources presented in Scott's name.

This fall, Scott will represent Tennessee in the National History Teacher of the Year
competition. Although the competition offers a $10,000 prize, Scott won't have much
time to think about it. In August, he and his students will resume work on the
preservation project.

-- Emily Greenberg: 529-2542
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